
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.            
                                      *Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE                                   Adagio                             Frank Bridge 

* HYMN 482            Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty        Lobe Den Herren 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader: Incline your hearts to the wisdom of God 

People: We seek integrity and understanding 

Leader: God's law gives light to all who hear it 

People: The Lord gives wisdom and truth 

Leader: The Lord will reign forever 

People: Praise be to the Lord! 

INTROIT                Jim Taylor 

O be joyful in the Lord, all ye lands; serve the Lord with gladness, come before His 
presence with a song. Know ye that the Lord, he is God. 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

(Please use the welcome pad in the blue folder at the end of the pew. Record your 
presence. Pass it back, noticing who is worshiping with you. When the pad has 
been returned, please tear off the sheet and place it in the offering plate.)                   
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TIME WITH CHILDREN 

+ PARENTS leave with their Children and bring them to the CHAPEL. 
YOUTH can also leave for the CHAPEL. + 

CALL TO CONFESSION     

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Almighty God, we confess that we find it a lot easier to play  
favorites, rather than treating everyone equally.  We find it simpler  
to classify others as 'them,' instead of discovering what makes them  
beloved in your eyes.  We cling to fear rather than grasp hold of  
your enduring love.  We say we trust you, but quickly our fears  
silence our words.  We find you at the side of the poor, while we  
cozy up to the prosperous.  You are serving the hungry at the soup  
kitchen, while we stay in our comfortable surroundings.  Forgive 
us, O Lord, and do good to us when we have trouble doing good for  
others.  Surround us with your love; surround us with your grace;  
surround us with your peace; surround us with the Spirit of your  
Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, in whose name we pray. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 
 through despair, life breaks through death. 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.  
 Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579   Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
world without end.  Amen, Amen.   



 

 

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has 
 opened his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)           

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON                     Isaiah 35:1-10 

* HYMN 411                Arise, Your Light Is Come!                   Festal Song 

SECOND LESSON           James 2:1-10, 14-17 

SERMON                         “Counting on You”        Rev. Richard S. Hong 

* NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and 
earth, and of all things visible and invisible;  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, 
begotten of the Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, 
Very God of Very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance 
with the Father by whom all things were made; who for us men, and 
for our salvation, came down from heaven, and was incarnate by  
the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, and was made man, and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was 
buried, and the third day he rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of the 
Father. And he shall come again with glory to judge both the quick 
and the dead, whose kingdom shall have no end.  

And we believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, who 
proceedeth from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and  
the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the 
prophets. And we believe one holy catholic and apostolic church.  



  

 

We acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins. And we  
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world  
to come. Amen.  

OFFERTORY                Cantique de Jean Racine            Gabriel Fauré 

Verbe égal au Trés-Haut Notre unique espérance,  Jour éternel de la terre et 
des cieux,  De la paisible nuit nous rompons le silence,  Divin Sauveur, jette 
sur nous les yeux!  
 

Répands sur nous le feu de la grâce puissante,  que tous l'enfer fuie au son de 
ta voix,  Dissipe le sommeil d'une âme languisante,  qui la conduit à l'oubli de 
tes lois!  
 

O Christ sois favorable à ce peuple fidèle  pour te benir maintenant 
rassemblé,  Reçoit les chants qu'il offre, à ta gloire immortelle,  et de tes dons 
qu'il retourne comblé! 
 

Word of God the most high, our sole hope,  eternal day of the earth and heavens  as we 
break the silence of the peaceful night  divine saviour, look down upon us. 
 

Imbue us with the fire of thy great mercy  so that hell itself will flee at the sound of 
your voice  disperse the sleep which leads our languishing souls  to stray from the path 
of righteousness.  
 

O Christ show your favour to your faithful people  who have come together to worship 
you  receive the praises that they offer up to your immortal glory and may they come 
back laden with the gift of your grace. 

* THE DOXOLOGY                                    Old Hundredth 
 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
Praise God all creatures here below.   
Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 

THE GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Pastor:  The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 
Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them to the Lord. 



 

 

Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor:  Eternal and ever-living God...    

   . . . who forever sing to the glory of your name. 

SANCTUS 581 (choir and congregation)                 Joseph Roff 

Pastor: Holy God, in Your mercy . . . 

 . . . Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

Pastor: We take this bread and wine and joyfully celebrate this  
Holy Sacrament. ...  And now, with the confidence of  
the children of God, let us pray: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us  
our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the  
kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the 
door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.  —Revelation 3:20 

All who trust in Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior are invited to 
participate in this celebration. 

BREAD: To be taken individually, symbolic of your personal 
commitment to God through Jesus Christ. 

CUP:   Please wait until all are served, symbolic of your  
corporate belonging together in the body of Christ.   
Grape juice is the fruit of the vine used in our  
celebration of the sacrament. 

COMMUNION                 I Come With Joy                Carl Schalk 
                   The text may be found at No. 507 in the Hymnal.  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  



  

 

THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 386                         O for a World                                     Azmon 

BENEDICTION 

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE                               Toccata                           John Weaver  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 

Isaiah 35:1-10 (NRSV) 

 The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and 
rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the 
majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the 
majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 
feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not 
fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible 
recompense. He will come and save you.” 
 5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 
deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of 
the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 
and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall become a pool, and the 
thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a 
swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be 
there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on 
it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go 
astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 
they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And 
the ransomed of the LORD shall return, and come to Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and 
gladness, and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

James 2:1-10, 14-17 (NRSV) 

 My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really 
believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings 



 

 

WELCOME TO OUR WORSHIP  

If you are visiting us, an especially cordial welcome is extended. Please take a 
moment to fill out the Visitor Card in the blue folder at the end of your pew. 
Bring the card with you to the Welcome Center at Coffee & Conversation 
where you will receive a Welcome Bag and your choice of a gift book. 
 

Ushers for this Sunday’s service are:  Beneranda Baez, Captain 

    Nelson Baez        Shirley Murdock        Patience Okorie         Candida Urena        
 

Our Lay Assistant this morning is Akira Fujitsuka. Akira was born in Chicago 
IL at Cook County Hospital (where Rev. Hong was also born). Akira has been 
a member of FPC since 2011 and was baptized here. He was just married this 
summer to Jung Eun (Nicole) Kim at FPC and enjoys coming to church with 
his wife. Akira and Jung Eun (Nicole) attended Financial Peace University and 
also serve as ushers. Akira grew up in Japan and is currently working at 
Mizuho Corporate Bank in New York City.   

believe in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold 
rings and in fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor per-
son in dirty clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one 
wearing the fine clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to 
the one who is poor you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have 
you not made distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with 
evil thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God 
chosen the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the 
kingdom that he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have 
dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they 
who drag you into court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent 
name that was invoked over you? 
 8You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the 
scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show 
partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors. 
10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become 
accountable for all of it. 
 14What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have 
faith but do not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister 
is naked and lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in 
peace; keep warm and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their 
bodily needs, what is the good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no 
works, is dead. 




